
K ING PHILIP, a son of Wampanoag 
sachem Massasoit, was killed near the 
Pokanoket council seat yesterday, 

ending one of the bloodiest conflicts on New 
England soil. Metacom—who became known 
as “King Philip”—united many Indigenous 
peoples to defend their lands and traditional 
way of life against European settlers.

King Philip’s War, which began over a year 
ago, has left thousands of people either dead 
or wounded. At one time, it looked as if the 
English would be driven out, after their towns 
were destroyed across the region. But 
colonial militias eventually defeated Native 
soldiers, burning their towns and villages.

Metacom’s head will be impaled on a 


